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The initial survey, which later became the basis for the POLPAN study, was originally 

conducted before the 1989 fall of communism. The random sample, consisting of 5,817 men 

and women ages 21 to 65, was surveyed at the end of 1987 and the beginning of 1988. The 

first wave included a large set of questions pertaining to involvement in political 

organizations and attitudes toward state welfare provisions, distribution of income, and the 

existing socialist system (Slomczynski et al. 1989). 

 

The second wave, conducted in 1993, Social Changes in Poland (Domański and Slomczynski 

1994), was based on a random sample of 2,500 respondents previously interviewed in 1987–

1988 and focused primarily on attitudinal and behavioral aspects of radical social change that 

had taken place in the period between the two studies.  

 

The third wave, conducted in 1998, comprised 1,752 men and women ages thirty-one to sixty-

five who had previously been interviewed in both 1987–88 and 1993, and a renewal sample of 

those ages twenty-one to thirty (n = 383). It contained questions on voting behavior in the 

1993 and 1997 parliamentary elections. In addition, the 1998 survey included an extensive 

battery of questions on support for democratic values and norms. 

 

In 2003, the fourth wave of the POLPAN study was conducted. New questions dealt with 

corruption, political accountability, and socioeconomic attitudes. The sample consisted of 

those who took part in the previous waves (n = 1,474) as well as those from the younger 

cohort, age twenty-one to twenty-five in the year of the study (n = 225). 

 

The basic information about samples for waves 1-4, is provided in Table 1.1. The total 

number of respondents interviewed at least once for the POLPAN survey is 6,425 (5,817 

respondents in the original survey plus 383 and 225 respondents in the renewal samples in 

1998 and 2003, respectively). The largest decline in the sample size was in 1993 because 

instead of re-interviewing all persons from the entire 1988 sample, a subsample of one-third 

of the original sample was taken into account.  

 

In computing response rates, we have to take into account issues of attrition, where cases have 

been eliminated for various reasons. Some potential respondents have died, others have 

emigrated, and still others were institutionalized. In the 1993 and 1998 panel surveys, the 

response rate was around 75 percent. In 2003, the response rate was 71 percent for the panel 

part of the survey. Generally, the response rate for the POLPAN survey is not lower than that 

usually obtained in cross-sectional surveys. 

 
 

Table 1.1.  Sample Sizes of the Consecutive Waves of the Polish Panel Survey, POLPAN 1988–2003 

 
 Panel waves 

 First (1987–1988) Second (1993) Third (1998) Fourth (2003) 

Samples Number of cases 

Raw sample  5,817 2,259 2,135 1,699 

Panel sample  — 2,259
a
 1,752 1,474

b
 

Renewal sample — — 383
c
 225

d
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a 
Contains 2,092 cases from the randomly selected subset of the 1988 sample and 167 cases from the same 

sample over-representing people with higher education and involved in self-employment (in 1988). The 

composition of the total 1993 sample (n = 2,259) mirrors the 1993 population better than the 2,092 cases from 

the randomly selected subset of the 1988 sample.  
b 
Contains 225 cases from the 1998 renewal sample. 

c 
Random sample of those who were age 21–30 in 1998. 

d 
Random sample of those who were age 21–25 in 2003. 

 

In 2008, the fifth wave was conducted. It consists of cases as provided in Table 1.2 
 

Table 1.2. Size and Composition of the Wave Fifth Sample (2008) of the Polish Panel Survey, POLPAN 

 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid 2008    241 16,5 16,5 16,5 

2003-2008       133 9,1 9,1 25,7 

1998-2003-2008  150 10,3 10,3 36,0 

1988-1993-1998-2003-2008        933 64,0 64,0 100,0 

Total 1457 100,0 100,0 
 

 

 

 

Main results of POLPAN are published in (a) 3 ‘IFiS volumes’ and (b) 2 special issues of 

the International Journal of Sociology: 

 

(a) Social Patterns of Being Political, edited by Kazimierz M. Slomczynski. Warsaw: 

IFiS Publishers 

 

Social Structure: Changes and Linkages, edited by Kazimierz M. Slomczynski. Warsaw: 

IFiS Publishers 

 

Continuity and Change in Social Life, edited by Kazimierz M. Slomczynski and Sandra 

Marquart-Pyatt. Warsaw: IFiS Publishers 

 

(b) 2012. “The Polish Panel Survey, POLPAN 1988-2008”, IJS 42(1) and forthcoming 

(winter) 
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ACCOUNT OF THE EVENTS RELEVANT FOR THE POLPAN STUDY 
 

• In 1978 Central planning and state control - last year of a normal communist 

regime 

• 1979 -  1981 Economic and political crisis; August 1980 Solidarity was born 

• 1981 – December, Martial Law was introduced 

• 1982 - 1983 Martial law, an attempt to restructure economy 

• 1984 - 1988 New economic crisis 

• 1989 (June 4) Partially free elections, defeat  of the communist party (Polish 

United Workers’ Party)  

• 1989 - 1990 Change of the regime  

• 1991- 1993  Post-communist transition, “shock therapy”  

• 1994 - 2003 High fluctuation in GNP 

• 2004 - Joining European Union, adjustment strategies 

• 2005 - 2008 Economic growth 

 

 
 
1989-1993 Initial phase of transformation                   1994-1998 Advance phase of transformation  

1999-2003 Concluding phase of transformation          2004-2008 Phase of integration with the EU 

 


